
Marketplace Mister Robert Fine Furniture & Design

A Family Affair
By Kent Anderson

Steve Calonkey likes to say that his family is in the busi-
ness of “beautifying the world, one room at a time.” 
Mister Robert Fine Furniture & Design has been 

working toward that goal for half a century, from the same 
storefront location at 109 E. Main in downtown Norman. 
The odyssey began in 1958, with the desire of Calonkey’s 
parents, Robert and Sara Jean, to provide a high-end, de-
signer-oriented furniture business.
 “They wanted it to be more than just a furniture store,” 
says Steve Calonkey.
 Robert Calonkey had been a cryptographer on the staff 
of General Douglas MacArthur in World War II, and upon 
returning home, studied business at the University of Okla-
homa. After working in furniture operations for a few years, 
Robert took his business acumen and Sara Jean’s f lair for 
design and opened Mister Robert on Main Street.

Celebrating a Half Century of Excellence
 The business grew and 
thrived, and Mister Robert 
acquired its reputation for 
quality design and merchan-
dise. That reputation led to 
some prestigious projects. 
“OG&E would have ‘show 
homes’ in the old days,” 
Steve Calonkey remembers. 
“My mom would do those to 
rave reviews, and it was quite 
a big deal. They would travel 
to Chicago for the furniture 
market. I remember riding 
the train up to Chicago, and later when the market moved to 
North Carolina.”

A young Steve Calonkey shows 
signs of future success in the 
home furnishings business.
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 Steve Calonkey and his sister Keven grew up in the busi-
ness, though he only gradually arrived at the idea that he 
wanted to be a part of it as an adult. “I liked it; I enjoyed it,” 
he says with a smile, “but when you’re a kid you’re going to be 
the next Mickey Mantle.”
 “Keven always knew she was going to be in it,” he continues. 
“She studied interior design. My degree is in marketing, but 
I took some art courses, and motion picture and photography 
courses, so I’m not quite sure how I did it. It just happened.”

 This truly being a family business, the other two children 
of Robert and Sara Jean Calonkey have been involved in 
varying degrees over the years. Ellen Calonkey Bones taught 
school for many years, and has worked in the store since re-
tiring. Tim Calonkey, according to his father, “has been in 
here” ever since graduating from college.
 Steve Calonkey has gone from doing summer deliveries to 
being full-time in the business since 1975. “I just tried to en-
hance what they’ve done,” he says of his parents, who are both 
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still working in the business as well. “They 
gave me a good vehicle, and we try to always 
make it better and better. It’s about style, 
fashion and comfort. I’m very open-minded 
and can do both traditional and contempo-
rary, but it has to have those three things. It 
has to have the ‘wow’ factor.”
 Much of Mister Robert’s business 
comes from referrals and design projects, 
though walk-in purchases account for a 
percentage as well. The store continues 
to carry top lines of merchandise, such as 
Henredon, EJ Victor, Maitland-Smith, 
Stanley Kravet, Bernhardt and Karastan, 
along with accessories and original works 
of art. Steve says he and his staff of five 
are at work on three or so design jobs at 
any given time, with a fair number of “spe-
cial” projects thrown in, projects like the 
Symphony Show House, in which Mister 
Robert has been featured for many years.
 New homes, renovations and upgrades, 
even the occasional “downsizing” project…
Mister Robert’s expertise is seen in a vari-
ety of settings across the state of Oklaho-
ma. Steve notes that he has taken on quite 
a bit of corporate and office work in recent 
years as well. He is quick to credit the de-
sign staff, many of whom have worked for 
the family for a number of years.
 There is a sense of continuity, of sta-
bility, to Mister Robert. Coupled with 
creativity, a sense of the market, and plain 
old-fashioned hard work, it’s made a suc-
cessful business model for 50 years. One 
of the greatest testaments of all, in this era 
of mergers and acquisitions and shifting consumer loyalties, 
is that Mister Robert still has clients who have been coming 
to the store since it opened in 1958.
 “It’s been good to us,” says Steve Calonkey. “We’ve been 
able to stay in business in this same location and become a 
destination for people who are really looking for something 
special. We are fortunate in the first 50 years to get to do 
what we love to do, and keep doing it. We get to see people in 

robert Calonkey served as a cryptographer on the staff 
of General Douglas macArthur in world war ii.

the best of times, the happy times of their lives. We’ve made 
a lot of good friends through the years, and you can’t ask for 
a lot more than that.”
 Half a century ago, Robert and Sara Jean Calonkey took 
their dream of a store that would offer elegant furnishings 
and expert design services, and moved into the vacant build-
ing in downtown Norman. Their vision continues to this 
day… one beautiful room at a time.  



Steve Calonkey in his days at ou and 
returning to the field for an alumni game


